


The IRC, or the International Rescue Committee, was started in 1933 by Albert
Einstein, who wanted to help all the Jewish refugees that were leaving Europe and
coming to America. The IRC works in 42 countries internationally. Some of our
international programs include: gender based violence programs, development,
managing refugee camps and working in refugee processing centers. We are also
the first responders to crises worldwide, providing those affected, with clean water,
food and medical supplies. Every year, we help thousands of refugees in the U.S.
and we make sure that they have a place to live, and that they have food and
clothing. Last year, we helped 9,200 refugees, from over 37 ethnic groups. vve
have 23 offices in the United States, including in some of the bigger cities such as
Washington, D.C., New York City and Los Angeles. Some of the things that we help
refugees with include: picking them up from the airport and finding them a place to
live. Before the refugees come to the U.S., we have found an apartment for them,
and in that apartment, we have put furniture, bathroom supplies including
toothbrushes and toothpaste, dishes in the kitchen and some food. We also have a
person, who is called a case manager, who helps the refugee a lot during their first
8 months of living in the United States. This person shows them around their
neighborhood and introduces them to other refugees living in the same
neighborhood. They also help the refugees enroll into school and English classes,
and our office also helps them find a job. The goal of resettlement is to enable each
refugee to achieve self-sufficiency and to rebuild a new life in freedom.
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Who is a refugee? A refugee is an individual who is forced to flee his or her own
country under a threat of violence or persecution. They are persecuted for reasons
of race, nationality, religion, belonging to a certain social group or having a political
opinion. People become refugees when they do not feel safe in their own country.
They are forced to flee their homes to escape armed conflict, violence and human
rights abuses. Once classified as refugees, they are protected by international law

and given food, shelter and protection in the host country.
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This map shows you where some of the refugees come from. As you can see,
there are refugees all over the world. There are 14 million refugees all over the
world. Most refugees live in Asia, Africa and Europe. There are approximately 32
million “concerned people”, which includes refugees, asylees and internally
displaced persons. To clarify, refugees are people who are persecuted and fled
their homes, crossing an international border. Refugees are legally admitted into
the U.S. — they are welcomed into this country. Asylees are those who are
persecuted (for the same reasons that refugees are), but they find their own methou
of entering the U.S. and once they arrive, they seek asylum and ask the U.S. if they
can remain here legally.



Some refugee groups that are living here in Central Maryland are Iraqi refugees, the
Burmese refugees and Bhutanese refugees. Every day, Iraqi people are being
killed — with the Iraq war happening, over 4 million Iragis have had to leave their
home. Over 40,000 people leave their homes every month. Then there are the
Burmese refugees. The Burmese are from Myanmar (or Burma), which is a country
that borders India and China. They have had a military government since 1962, for
over 45 years. Many minority residents have experienced human rights abuses,
including peuvpic wis wel® wiwueu uNw o forced to work. Ove, vuu,uu0 people
have had to leave their homes and many left because of violence. The Bhutanese
refugees were expelled from Bhutan in the early 1990s, and persecuted for their
cultural and ethnic identities.



A refugee has several different choices. Many of them are living in refugee camps.
Some of them can return home if it is safe enough for them to go home and if they
want to go home. This is called repatriation. Sometimes, refugees don’t want to go
home because they don’t have a home to go back to. Another choice that refugees
sometimes have is that they are able to leave the refugee camps and get the
chance to legally stay and live permanently in the country that they have fled to.
The last option, and this is only available to 1% of all refugees — is resettlement.



Resettlement happens when some refugees are not able to safely return to their
home and are not allowed to remain in their host country. In these cases, a third
country must be found to accept the refugees. This solution is available to only 1%
of the refugee population. Some countries that have resettlement programs are the
United States, Canada, England and Australia. How does a refugee come to the
U.S.? First, a refugee meets with someone in the refugee camp and tells this
person their story, including why they left their home and why they are afraid. The
person can be from the U.S. governiicii, anu i€ uno pelfS0n nius w ucuiuc
whether the refugee can come to the U.S. or not. If they think the person can come
to the U.S., then they will check the refugee’s story and information and then issue
the refugee ID papers. They will also ask a non-profit organization like the IRC to
help refugees when they arrive. Non-profit organizations are not affiliated with the
government. Then before the refugees get on the plane to come to the U.S., they
will go through an introduction to what is the U.S. and learn about our country. Then
they will get on the plane and someone from our office will go to the airport and pick
them up when they arrive. Refugees are eligible to come to the U.S. if they are
considered a “refugee” within the U.S. legal definition, and if they are from a
“priority” country — the executive branch comes out with a list of priority countries
each year — that list is based on what are some of the most political conflicts
happening now, and whether the refugees that have fled those countries have
options — either to resettle in another country or be repatriated.
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The IRC, or the International Rescue Committee, was started in 1933 by Albert
Einstein, who wanted to help all the Jewish refugees that were leaving Europe and
coming to America. The IRC works in 42 countries internationally. Some of our
international programs include: gender based violence programs, development,
managing refugee camps and working in refugee processing centers. We are also
the first responders to crises worldwide, providing those affected, with clean water,
food and medical supplies. Every year, we help thousands of refugees in the U.S.
and we make sure that they have a place to live, and that they have food and
clothing. Last year, we helped 9,200 refugees, from over 37 ethnic groups. vve
have 23 offices in the United States, including in some of the bigger cities such as
Washington, D.C., New York City and Los Angeles. Some of the things that we help
refugees with include: picking them up from the airport and finding them a place to
live. Before the refugees come to the U.S., we have found an apartment for them,
and in that apartment, we have put furniture, bathroom supplies including
toothbrushes and toothpaste, dishes in the kitchen and some food. We also have a
person, who is called a case manager, who helps the refugee a lot during their first
8 months of living in the United States. This person shows them around their
neighborhood and introduces them to other refugees living in the same
neighborhood. They also help the refugees enroll into school and English classes,
and our office also helps them find a job. The goal of resettlement is to enable each
refugee to achieve self-sufficiency and to rebuild a new life in freedom.
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The IRC’s Baltimore Regional Office is based out of the Baltimore office, and we
work in partnerships with other agencies in the building to reach our goal of helping
refugees become self-sufficient within the first 8 months of arrival. Almost all of
them are based out of the Baltimore Resettlement Center. We work in partnership
with Lutheran Social Services, who provides employment services to refugees. We
work with Baltimore Medical Systems, located across the street — this is where
refugees get their initial health screening. We work with Baltimore City Community
College, which has job training programs and ESL classes. vve alSO Wouin
partnership with Department of Social Services, which helps refugees apply for the
federal and state programs that they are eligible for — including refugee medical
assistance, cash assistance and health insurance.
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