
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

November 15, 2006 

Dear Valued Volunteer, 

It’s nearly tax time again, and I am writing to you in hopes that you will once again consider volunteering for our 2006 
tax projects in Berrien, Cass or Van Buren County. Last year marked the first time that all three counties jointly 
marketed free tax preparation services to low- and middle-income taxpayers. By pooling funds, staff and ideas, the 
coalitions were able to successfully operate filing sites in 10 communities throughout Southwest Michigan. 

During the 2005 tax season, more than 100 volunteers gave nearly 2,500 hours of their time, providing free tax 
preparation services for 1,000 people throughout the tri-county area. Those who filed at coalition sites claimed almost 
$600,000 in Earned Income Tax Credits and received federal refunds of more than $1 million. Because we offered filing 
services at no charge, our clients also were able to save the cost of filing fees – good news for our families’ financial 
picture as well as for the local economy. 

Due to positive word of mouth we expect our program to grow exponentially in 2006, and we sincerely hope that you 
will consider volunteering again for this worthy cause. We plan to kick off our volunteer recruitment with informational 
open houses on Saturday, December 10 from 11 a.m. – Noon and Monday, December 12 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the 
former CWCC building, 175 W. Main St., Benton Harbor. We encourage you to attend one of those sessions to learn 
more about training dates, filing sites and volunteer job descriptions.  

All volunteers who prepare taxes are required to attend classroom training and pass a certification test. Supplemental 
training options include the IRS’ Link & Learn online training course, and a training manual with self test. We will 
announce classroom dates and locations at the open houses, or you can contact me later this fall for more details. As 
always, we welcome non-tax savvy volunteers to assist us with client intake, reception and site assistance. We also will 
provide site procedures training to prepare all volunteers 

Attached to this letter is a list of filing dates and locations for the 2006 filing season in Benton Harbor and Niles. Our 
hope and expectation is that all volunteers will work a minimum of three shifts and commit to those dates at the start of 
the filing season. This will allow us to plan staffing needs in advance and cut down on weekly phone calls and emails. 
Many thanks to Workforce Skills Development Center in Benton Harbor for graciously offering their building for the 
third year running. We also are pleased to be back in Niles in 2006, where we plan several filing dates at Ferry Street 
School Resource Center.  

As always, we appreciate referrals and encourage you to recruit people whom you think have the skills to be good tax 
volunteers. New volunteers can register for this program by calling The Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan at 983-
0912 (Niles volunteers call 683-5464). If you have questions about the program, filing dates or training requirements, feel 
free to call me at 369-7025 or email me at leslinadolski@yahoo.com. I look forward to working with you again to 
improve our community! 

Sincerely, 

Lesli Davis Nadolski 
EITC Coordinator 
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