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Presenters 
  
Dr. Michelle Derr is a senior researcher at Mathematica Policy Research. She has more 
than 15 years of experience studying employment and training programs for TANF 
recipients and other disadvantaged populations.  During her career, she has interviewed 
nearly 600 welfare recipients and visited employment and training programs in about 
100 communities in more than half the states and the District of Columbia. She has a 
passion for producing high-quality research that is useful to TANF policymakers and 
program administrators.    
 
Brendan Kelly is a Senior Social Science Research Analyst and the Dissemination Team 
Leader in the Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children 
and Families in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Brendan's research 
focuses on improving public policies for low-income children and their families.  He 
currently serves as the lead federal project officer for the ACF’s Innovative Strategies for 
Increasing Self-Sufficiency demonstration and evaluation (ISIS) and co-lead on ACF’s new 
research portfolio in behavioral economics - BIAS.  Prior to his service at the Department 
of Health and Human Services, Brendan previously worked at the U.S. Department of 
Labor as a Truman Fellow.  Brendan received his Master of Public Administration degree 
from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University in 2001 
and a Master of Arts degree from Columbia University.  He is a 1999 graduate from St. 
John's University (MN) where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree summa cum 
laude, All-College Honors, and Distinction in Political Science and Peace Studies.  
 
Kinsey Dinan is Deputy Director of the New York City Human Resources Administration’s 
Office of Evaluation and Research. Through program evaluations, primary research, and 
policy analysis, she informs agency programming related to cash assistance, SNAP, child 
support, and other areas. Prior to joining HRA, she was a Senior Policy Associate at 
Columbia University’s National Center for Children in Poverty, working in collaboration 
with state policymakers, administrators, and researchers to improve supports for low-
income working families. 




