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e STATE AND TRIBAL === How TANF Programs Can Provide Concrete

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND RESOURCES

Supports to Keep More Children at Home

HOW CAN CONCRETE SUPPORTS HELP What Are Concrete Supports?

KEEP FAMILIES TOGETHER? Concrete supports are resources or services
that support the material needs of families,

Families that receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families such as:

(TANF) cash assistance are often in a state of crisis. They face * Quality childcare

immediate material needs—like food, housing, or childcare. - Transportation and gas subsidies, including

These unmet basic needs put families at an increased risk for car maintenance and insurance

for both neglect and physical abuse investigations in the child o Bk dEmEs el el ST

welfare system'. Addressing unmet material needs among TANF

participants, through providing concrete supports, can help » Work-related moving expenses

prevent child maltreatment and ultimately keep children in * School supplies and clothes for children
their homes. « Subsidies for family essentials, like diapers
This tipsheet is intended for state, county, and Tribal TANF * Emergency housing assistance

leaders who make program-level decisions about the types + Utilities assistance

of resources and services that their programs offer to TANF .

. Purchase of propane
participants.

WHY DO CONCRETE SUPPORTS MATTER FOR TANF PURPOSES?

A
Purpose Connection To Concrete Supports

Purpose 1: Concrete supports are one way to address unmet material needs among
Provide assistance to needy families TANF participants, which can help prevent child maltreatment and ultimately
so that children can be cared for in their | keep children in their homes'i.

own homes or in the homes of relatives.

Purpose 2: Providing concrete supports can help stabilize families to avoid deeper
End the dependence of needy crises and system involvement", which can ultimately be more costly for

parents on government benefits by programs'. This initial stabilization for TANF participants in crisis can remove
promoting job preparation, work, and key challenges that prevent families from engaging in work or preparing for
marriage. employment and can reduce long-term program dependence. This initial
stabilization can also enable participants to focus on work activities and
longer-term economic independence goals, so that future needs are met
through employment rather than benefits.

Purpose 3: By stabilizing families so they can focus on employment, earnings, and
Prevent and reduce the incidence economic security, concrete supports may also create conditions for more
of out-of-wedlock pregnancies. two-parent families and fewer unmarried or teen pregnancies. Economic
security is linked to stronger, more stable relationship between parents'i“i,

Purpose 4:
i and reduced incidence of teen pregnancy".

Encourage the formation and
maintenance of two-parent families.




CONNECT WITH TANF FAMILIES WITH
CHILDREN AT RISK OF SEPARATION

Create Referral Processes To TANF So That
Families Receive Concrete Supports Before
Children Are Removed From Their Homes.

TANF and child welfare programs can partner to create
a referral process in which child welfare programs can
refer families to TANF programs. For families that lack
resources to meet basic needs, the resources and
services that TANF programs provide, whether cash
assistance or other benefits, can help prevent children
from being removed from their homes.
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Electronic Referral System To
Identify Real-Time Needs

Michigan Department of Health and Human

Services developed an electronic referral system

between their TANF and child welfare programs

so that TANF programs can track data to provide

real-time understanding of the concrete needs of families
and prevent the families’ escalated involvement with the child
welfare system™.

Develop Data-Sharing Agreements And Systems To Identify Families That Receive
Services From Both TANF And Child Welfare Agencies.

TANF and child welfare agencies often serve the same families. TANF and child welfare programs can work
together to identify families that may benefit from concrete supports so that children can be cared for in

their homes.

Referral Process For
Comprehensive Case
Management Services

The Chippewa Cree Tribal TANF and
Social Services programs developed a
referral process for families identified by
Social Services for their family preservation services*. These
families are referred to the Tribal TANF program to receive
comprehensive case management support to address the
families’ needs and goals.
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UNDERSTAND AND MEET

FAMILIES’ NEEDS

Utilize Participant-Driven Needs
Assessments

TANF programs can conduct participant-driven needs
assessments to identify families’ unmet basic needs
at intake and regular intervals. Participant-driven
needs assessments help identify needs and goals
that are most urgent and important to the participant*.
Checking in often with families about their needs

can help program staff identify emerging needs and
changing family circumstances.

Connect Participants Who Are Sanctioned
Or At Risk Of Sanction With Wraparound
Services.

Families facing TANF sanctions are at risk of
deepening economic insecurity”. TANF programs

can connect these participants with services that will
address barriers to employment and provide concrete
supports to prevent child welfare system involvement.
If sanctions are implemented, TANF program staff can
follow up with participants to understand their barriers
and needed supports.

Goal Achievement
Coaching To Support
Participant-Defined Goals

The Larimer County Works Program in
Colorado developed a goal achievement
coaching model and web-based platform
to help participants progress towards their goals through
actionable steps¥i. Some goals in the platform relate

to family stability, such as housing, childcare, and
transportation needs. Addressing these goals upfront can
help ensure participants can make meaningful progress
towards longer-term economic independence goals, such as
securing employment.




Match Concrete Supports To Families’
Unique Needs

Concrete supports, such as quality childcare and
transportation services, help meet the material needs
of families so that TANF participants can focus
on pursuing job opportunities and self-sufficiency.
Clothing Allowances Providing supports that align with families’ specific
For Children needs can make it more likely the supports remove
h . their particular barriers to work and economic

e New Mexico Department of Human

Services issues clothing allowances to independence.
families to assist in preparing children
for school*".

Monthly Diaper Subsidy

California’s TANF program, CalWORKSs,
provides families that receive TANF benefits
with a monthly $30 subsidy for the cost of
diapers per child under 36 months of age*".

Use Non-Recurrent Short-Term (NRST) Benefits To Prevent Crises From Worsening

TANF programs can use NRST benefits to meet the needs of families experiencing acute and immediate crises
or a one-time episode of need. Programs can administer NSRT benefits, which are:

1. designed to address a specific crisis or episode

of need, E Relief F o
. mergency Rreilie or a
2. notintended to meet recurrent needs, and Families Impacted By '7\
3. limited to a duration of no more than four Wildfires
months*". Using NRST payments, the Hawai'i '

Examples include cash assistance, expense Department of Human Services’ TANF _
program in Maui, Hawai’i, provided emergency housing

programs S.upportlng vehicle repalr for gmployment assistance to families served by TANF that were impacted by
transportation, emergency housing assistance, and the devastating 2023 wildfires®.

back-to-school allowances to support children’s
educational needs.

Combine Funding Streams With TANF Dollars To Provide More Comprehensive Services

Some states combine TANF funds with other federal funds, such as funding from the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act, the Child Care and Development Fund, or the Social Services Block Grant, or with state funds
appropriated by their state legislatures to provide additional services to TANF participants and their families*.
TANF programs may be able to leverage other funding sources for participants by establishing or deepening
relationships with key partner programs that administer those funds. The flexibility of the TANF block grant, when
paired with other funding streams, can help programs provide a wider range of services. For example, states
may leverage WIOA funds to support additional education or training activities (such as college coursework) for
TANF participants or provide emergency rental assistance through other state funding sources.

For more information on this topic, please visit our website!

https://peerta.acf.hhs.gov



https://peerta.acf.hhs.gov/
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