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What is a pathway to evidence-based
practice for TANF programs

Evidence Informed Practice |Evidence Based Practice

Non Experimental Evidence Based
Evidence Practice

« Home grown * Quasi-experimental
* Practice based evidence

* Experimental Evidence
« Replication




Promising TANF Programs Possible
Pathway

Focus:
»Define practice
®»Document practice

®»Determine fidelity
»Examine effectiveness




»How do TANF programs define their
practice?¢

»How do TANF programs implement with
fidelity to their practice definition<¢

®»\What types of evidence demonsirate
TANF program effectiveness?



1. Select Pilot Programs

Promising TANF Programs Criteria:
» Geographic Location
®»|nternal Analysis
»Fxternal Evaluation
»Cited as “promising”




2. Define Practice

Arkansas Career Pathways Initiative

CPI invests resources from TANF,
Arkansas two-year colleges, ADHE,

synduj

DWS, WIB, Career Education, and
DHS

. $13,000,000 Annual TANF grant

. in-kind contributions from AR two-year colleges

- in-kind services from ADHE, DWS, WIB, Career
Education, and DHS

- CPIstaff/case management resources

- Data systems

pe— \V4

CPI can assist Arkansas parents living
at or below 250% of the federal

poverty level access work-related
education and training opportunities
at local two-year colleges

Outcomes

CPI students are
able to maintain

stable employment
after program
completion

o Case management/intrusive counseling
- Programdelivery at 25 sites
- Student supportservices
. Student testing/assessmentand remediation
So that... \/
CPI participants can take courses and ‘C:)
enroll in degree or certificate =1
programs S
wn
. Enroliments of CPI students taking assessments
. # of CPlstudents earning Career Readiness
Certificates
. # of CPlstudents in degree programs
- # of community colleges with active CPI

programs on campus
- # of workshops, classes, tests offered

Students gain new skills

Indicator: #/% of students
moving from remediation
into degree/certificate
courses

indicator: #/% of students
completing courses that
count toward a degree or
certificate

indicator:- Changesin
students’ test scores

Indicator: # of students
participating in workshops
to increase employment soft
skills

Source: Student records

Students attain credentials
indicator: # of certificates
and degrees granted to CPI
students

Source: Student records

Students increase wages
indicator: Total and average
wages before program and

after employment

Source: Ul data match

Students gain employment

indicator: #/% of students
gainingemployment

Source: Ul data match

Unintended Outcome

Arkansas two-year colleges
become more employment
oriented

Students no longer receive
public assistance

indicator: #/% participating
inTEA

indicator:- Total amount of
public assistance collected
before and after

Source: State, Ul data match

So that...

Ultimately: CPI students become self-sufficient
and add value to Arkansas’ economy

Increase tax payer base

indicator: Projected income
taxes collected before
program and after

Source: State, Tax analysis,
Ul data match




3. Examine and Document Fidelity
to Practice




4. Evidence Informed TANF Programs
and Practices

Non-experimental Evidence
»Home grown
»Practice based




Evidence Based Practice

» Quasi-Experimental Evidence
» Experimental Evidence
®» Replication






