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MI TANF 
Background

Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities (CBPP) 
reports Michigan has 
the highest 2018 TANF 
application denial rate



Background:
Income thresholds

• Only approximately 20% of all cash 
applications were approved in 2019

• Lower application approval rate 
than most other states

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities | CBPP.ORG

← Michigan

https://www.cbpp.org/


MDHHS Data Flow
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New and Improved Data Flow!
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A secure cloud-based platform that provides:

What is the ADRF?

Source: Coleridge Initiative

https://coleridgeinitiative.org/adrf/


How does the ADRF benefit MDHHS?



Iterative & Progressive Analysis 



Initial 
Findings

• Most denials due to 
Initial Ineligibility

• Income denials are the 
second most frequent 
denial type



Analyzing Policy Change: 
Initial Eligibility

• Idea for icon change came from initial analysis and 
collaboration

• Subsequent semester Harris students tracked policy 
change results, building on previous work

• Analysis will continue internally



Analyzing Policy Change: 
Income Denials

• 98% of TANF approved families were below 40% FPL

• Income threshold increases were simulated to illustrate 
the effects on application approval rates and potential 
budget affects

• The Harris master-level students offered policy 
recommendations based on the simulations 
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Next Steps



Thank You!

Questions?
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