
Intro to TANF Data 101:  

~Everything You Never Knew You 

Wanted to Know ~ 

Presented by Christina Tsichlis 

 TANF Program Specialist - Region III,  ACF 



Introduction 

 This presentation will provide a brief overview 
of State TANF data and corresponding feedback.   

 

 This presentation will also show States how 
states can use this feedback to correct data and 
why correct and accurate data is so very 
important. 

 

 

 

    



Outline 

 Overview TANF Data Reporting  

 

 Central Office Feedback 

 

 State Data Correction and Resubmission 
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         Data Dream Team 

State Data Offices 

  

Regional Offices 

  

Central Office 
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Overview of TANF Data 
TANF Data Report Sections 

Section One: Disaggregated Data  
 

Families Receiving Assistance o

Section Two: Disaggregated Data 
 

o Families No longer Receiving Assistance 

 

Section Three: Aggregated Data  
 

Families Applying for, Receiving, and No 
Longer Receiving Assistance 

o

Section Four (Sample):  
 

o  

 
Families by Strata



 

Example from TANF Data Report 
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 Example from TANF Data Reporting Instructions 
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Section One: Disaggregated Data 

Families Receiving Assistance 
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Section One: Disaggregated Data  
 

o Families Receiving Assistance 



Section One 

Examples of Family Level Data 
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Section One 

Examples of Personal Level Data 
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Section Two: Disaggregated Data 

Families No Longer Receiving 

Assistance 

  

11 

Section Two: Disaggregated Data 
 

 
Families No Longer Receiving 

Assistance
o



 

Section Two: Disaggregated Data 

Families No Longer Receiving 

Assistance 
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Section Two: Disaggregated Data 

Families No Longer Receiving 

Assistance 
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Section Three:  Aggregated Data 

Families Applying for, Receiving and No 

Longer Receiving  Assistance 
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Section Three: Aggregated Data  
 

o Families Applying for, Receiving, 
and No Longer Receiving 
Assistance 



 

Section Three:  Aggregated Data 

Families Applying for, Receiving and No 

Longer Receiving  Assistance 
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Section Four:  Number of Families by 

Stratum for  

States that Report Data Based on a 

Stratified Sample  
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Section Four (Sampling States):   
 

 Families by Stratao



 

Section Four:  Number of Families by 

Stratum   
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Data Submission Due Dates 

February 
14th 

May  

15th 

August 
14th 

November 
14th 



Complete and Accurate Data 

 
What is “complete and accurate” data? 
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Data Reporting Flow Chart  

Section One 

   

 

 
Section Two Section Three Section Four 

Electronically Submitted to Central Office Through TDRS 

Data Frequency  
The Data is 
Collected 
Monthly  

& Reported 
Quarterly   

The Data  Must 
Be Complete & 

Accurate 

Timely 
Data is 

Submitted  45 
Days After the  
Quarter Closes 



Data Submission Process 

 
 
 
 

Data 
Submission 
from States 

Feedback to 
States 

State Data 
Correction and 
Re-Submission 



Central Office Feedback 

 Transmission Files 

 

  Monthly WPR Files 

 

 Monthly Time Limit Files 

 

 Quarterly Questionable Cases 

 

 Quarterly Frequency Tables 



Transmission Files 



Transmission Files 

Fatal Edits and Rejected Cases 
 

 
TANF FATAL EDITS 

SECTION 1 

EDIT # ITEM # DESCRIPTION EDIT VALUES EDIT TYPE  

T1-146 48 
WORK ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL 

INDICATOR 

IF ITEM 4 => 200810, THEN ITEM 48 

MUST = 1-12 
FATAL  



Transmission Files 

Warning Edits  
 

 TANF WARNING EDITS 

SECTION 1 

EDIT # ITEM # DESCRIPTION EDIT VALUES EDIT TYPE  

T1-106 21 CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS IF ITEM 21A > 0, ITEM 21B MUST > 0 WARNING  



Examples of WPR Files and TL Files  

 

 

 

• TANFff_DP 

• TANFff_EA 

• TANFff_EF 

• TANFff_HL 

• TANFff_HRSGT80 

• TANFff_Summary 

• TLIMFff_CM 

• TLIMFff_EF 

• TLFff_Summary 

• WPRFff_RTE 



Examples of Questionable Cases  

 

 

 

• TANF Adults No Social 

Security Number 

 

• Spouse of Head-of-

Household with 

Inconsistent Marital 

Status 

 

• TANF Children with an 

Age Less Than the 

Education Level 



Example of Frequency Reports  
 

 

•

 

 TANF Adults 

 

 

 

 



Example of Frequency Reports  

 

 

 

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TANF Adults



Example of Frequency Reports  

 

 

 

• TANF Adults 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Types of Feedback 

 Section 1 and Section 3 

or

 Section 3 and Section 4 Agreement 

 

    

   

 

 Section 2 and Section 3

or  

Section 3 and Section 4 Agreement 

  

  

   

 

 Data Related Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State Data Correction and Resubmission 

Transmission Files 

 



  Monthly WPR Files 

 

Monthly Time Limit Files 

 



 Quarterly Questionable Cases 

 

Quarterly Frequency Tables 



How Will We Determine if the State 

is Meeting the Quarterly Reporting 

Requirements? 
 
 

 We will review the 

data filed in the 
quarterly reports to 

determine if they meet 

the required standards. 

 

 We will use audits and 

reviews to verify the 
accuracy of the data 

filed by the States. 

 
 



 
Under What Circumstances Will We 

Take Action to Impose a Reporting 

Penalty for Failure to Submit 

Quarterly Reports? 

 
 If a state fails to submit “complete and accurate” data for 

the TDR and/or SDR within 45 days after the close of the 

quarter, the State may be subject to a penalty of up to 4% 

of the State Family Assistance Grant (SFAG). 

 

 If “complete and accurate” data for the quarterly TDR and 

SRD is submitted by the end of the quarter immediately 

succeeding the quarter for which the data is being 

reported, any penalty imposed will be automatically 

revoked. 

 

 



Important Uses for TANF Data 

 Work Participation Rates (WPR) 

 

 Time Limits (TL) 

 

 Characteristics 

 

 TANF Program Success 

 

 Caseload Publication 

 

 Annual Report to Congress  

 



Contact Information 

Christina Tsichlis 
TANF Program Specialist 
215-861-4061 
Christina.Tsichlis@acf.hhs.gov 

mailto: Christina.Tsichlis@acf.hhs.gov
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