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Roles of USICH

 Coordinate the Federal response to 
homelessness

 Maximize the effectiveness of 19 
Federal agency partners

 Share best practices

 Drive collaborative solutions

2www.usich.gov

http://www.usich.gov


www.usich.gov

Opening Doors

No one should experience homelessness.
No one should be without a safe, stable place to call home. 

The Plan set forth four bold and ambitious goals:

1. Finish the job of ending chronic homelessness by 2015
2. Prevent and end homelessness among Veterans by 2015
3. Prevent and end homelessness for families, 

youth, and children by 2020
4. Set a path to ending all types of homelessness 
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Themes of Opening Doors
1. Increase leadership, collaboration, and civic 

engagement            

2. Increase access to stable and affordable housing

3. Increase economic security

4. Improve health and stability

5. Retool the homeless crisis response system
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National PIT Count Trends
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Today:

• Review family 
homeless policy

• Discuss role of 
mainstream 
services

• Highlight TANF 
opportunities
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Understanding homeless 
among families and children
 In 2013, 222,197 people in families were 
experiencing homelessness on a single night.

 That equals  70,960 households

 130,515 children under the age of 18 are living in 
families experiencing homelessness on any given night 
over the course of a year. 

 80% of  families are headed by a single mother
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Our vision: An end to family 
homelessness
Working together with our partners at the state, local, and 
federal level to strengthen the local crisis response 
systems, we will:

 Ensure that no family is living unsheltered, 
 Shorten episodes of family homelessness by providing 

resources that enable families
 To safely reenter permanent housing as quickly as 

possible, 
 Link families to the benefits, supports, and 

community-based services they need to 
 Achieve and maintain housing stability, and 
 Identify and implement effective prevention methods 

to help families avoid homelessness.
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Key Areas of Action
Four key strategy areas for Federal, state, and local action to 
end family homelessness:

1. Develop a centralized or coordinated entry system

2. Tailor intervention and assistance to unique family needs

3. Improve linkages to local mainstream systems 

4. Develop and build upon evidence-based practices
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Tailored Intervention and 
Assistance 
 Provide rapid re-housing assistance to the majority 

of families experiencing homelessness.

 Increase access to affordable housing and help 
target resources.

 Direct more service-intensive housing 
interventions like permanent supportive housing and 
transitional housing to the highest need households.

 Actively build opportunities to connect families to 
mainstream resources & supports
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Connection to Mainstream 
Resources
 Targeted homeless resources are necessary but  

not sufficient

 Develop strategies to improve access to - and 
coordination with - mainstream housing, schools 
and early childhood education, workforce programs, 
and TANF and other non-cash benefits.

 Engage, educate, and assist state and local partners 
to create direct access for people experiencing 
homelessness.
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Leveraging TANF

• Address housing needs
• Coordinate services
• Support employment-specific services
• Build important partnerships
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State Initiatives

• Massachusetts

• New  Jersey 

• Utah

• Washington 
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State Leadership
 Encourage and utilize coordinating bodies like State 

Interagency Councils

 Evaluate how state governments can better support 
local units of government

 Provide examples of success and successful practices

 Ensure the adoption and implementation of best 
practices

 Involve citizens and the private sector
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Building Momentum

 25 communities selected from 50 with largest homeless populations
 Account for 39 percent of homelessness in the nation in 2013
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National Initiatives Team
Matthew Doherty, Region  9
Director of National Initiatives
Matthew.Doherty@usich.gov

Beverley Ebersold, Regions 5, 8, and 10
Beverley.Ebersold@usich.gov

Amy Sawyer, Regions 3 and 4
Beverley.Ebersold@usich.gov

Robert Pulster, Regions 1, 2, 6, and 7
Robert.Pulster@usich.gov
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Stay Connected.

Sign up for our newsletter
www.usich.gov

Join us on       and 

(tweet now!)
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