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OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview

Over 14 million refugees estimateOver 14 million refugees estimate�� Over 14 million refugees estimateOver 14 million refugees estimate 
worldwide.worldwide. 
Less than a 5% are resettledLess than a 5% are resettled�� Less than a .5% are resettledLess than a .5% are resettled 
annually.annually. 

�� US takes the largest percentageUS takes the largest percentage
worldwide.worldwide.

�� Over 9 million are in refugee campsOver 9 million are in refugee camps 
for more than 5 years.for more than 5 years. 
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Refugee ProgramRefugee Program -- Who ORR ServesWho ORR Serves 
(Arrival Projections for FY 2011)(Arrival Projections for FY 2011)(Arrival Projections for FY 2011)(Arrival Projections for FY 2011)

RefugeesRefugees –– 80 00080 000�� RefugeesRefugees 80,00080,000
�� AsyleesAsylees –– 24,00024,000

Cuban/Haitian EntrantsCuban/Haitian Entrants�� Cuban/Haitian EntrantsCuban/Haitian Entrants ––
20,00020,000
Victims of Human TraffickingVictims of Human Trafficking�� Victims of Human TraffickingVictims of Human Trafficking --
300300
URMsURMs 300300�� URMsURMs -- 300300 

�� SIVsSIVs –– 3,0003,000 SIVs (Afghan andSIVs (Afghan and 
Iraqi  including derivatives)Iraqi  including derivatives) 

44

Iraqi, including derivatives)Iraqi, including derivatives) 
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FYFY 20112011 Presidential DeterminationPresidential Determination 
for Refugees by Regionfor Refugees by Regionfor Refugees by Regionfor Refugees by Region

Africa:Africa: 15,00015,000 –– Burundians, SomalisBurundians, Somalis 

East Asia:East Asia: 19 00019 000 Burmese  HmongBurmese  HmongEast Asia:East Asia: 19,00019,000 –– Burmese, Hmong,Burmese, Hmong,
Vietnamese, Tibetans, BhutaneseVietnamese, Tibetans, Bhutanese

Europe/Central Asia:Europe/Central Asia: 2 0002 000 –– MeskhetianMeskhetianEurope/Central Asia:Europe/Central Asia: 2,0002,000 MeskhetianMeskhetian
Turks, Lautenberg cases and religiousTurks, Lautenberg cases and religious
minorities from the former Soviet Unionminorities from the former Soviet Union

Latin America:Latin America: 5,5005,500 –– Cubans, ColombiansCubans, Colombians 

Near East/South Asia:Near East/South Asia: 35,50035,500 –– Iraqis,Iraqis,
Af h i  I i li i i i iAf h i  I i li i i i i

// ,, q ,q ,
Afghani, Iranian religious minoritiesAfghani, Iranian religious minorities

Unallocated Reserve:Unallocated Reserve: 3,0003,000 –– for emergencyfor emergency
situationssituations
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situationssituations
Totals: 80,000Totals: 80,000
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State Department –
Reception and Placement

 Meets clients at port of entry with 
sponsor if any
Provides initial apartment/house 
with basic necessities if not living 
with family
Referral to mainstream or ORR 
programs
Health screening, enrollment of 
children in school
Orientation to community…









Funded by Dept. of State For refugees only!



National Voluntary Resettlement 
Agencies 
“Volags”
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1. Church World Service (CWS)
World Relief Corporation (WR)
Ethiopian Community Development Council 
(ECDC)
Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM)
International Rescue Committee (IRC)
U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS)
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS)
Kurdish Human Rights Watch
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3.
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BhBh 12 363/7 62912 363/7 629

E iE i 2 570/1 0992 570/1 099

Who’sWho’s ComingComing –– FY2010/11FY2010/11Who sWho s ComingComing FY2010/11FY2010/11

IraqIraq 18 016/6 58118 016/6 581�� IraqIraq 18,016/6,58118,016/6,581
�� BurmaBurma 16,693/10,17616,693/10,176
�� BhutanBhutan 12,363/7,62912,363/7,629
�� SomaliaSomalia 4,884/1,6364,884/1,636
�� CubaCuba 4,818/1,9594,818/1,959

IranIran 3 543/1 1423 543/1 142�� IranIran 3,543/1,1423,543/1,142
�� Dem. Rep. CongoDem. Rep. Congo 3,174/5903,174/590
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�� EritreaEritrea 2,570/1,0992,570/1,099
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Refugee Mainstream BenefitsRefugee Mainstream Benefits
Refugees are eligible for the same benefits asRefugees are eligible for the same benefits as
American citizens with limits;American citizens with limits;

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
MedicaidMedicaid
Supplemental Social Security (SSI)Supplemental Social Security (SSI) --time limitedtime limited 
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t li dunless they become naturalizedunless they become naturalized
Food StampsFood Stamps –– time limited as abovetime limited as above 

Wh f  d t th li ibilitWh f  d t th li ibilitWhen refugees do not meet the eligibilityWhen refugees do not meet the eligibility
requirements for these programs, ORRrequirements for these programs, ORR 
provides:provides:

Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) 
Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA) 
for up to 8 mos  from arrival/eligibility throughfor up to 8 mos  from arrival/eligibility through 
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for up to 8 mos. from arrival/eligibility throughfor up to 8 mos. from arrival/eligibility through
the State Refugee office.the State Refugee office. 



Eligibility / Assistance EstimatesEligibility / Assistance Estimatesg yg y
�� Out of the 129,000 projected arrivals,Out of the 129,000 projected arrivals, 

approximately 50 t0 60% will beapproximately 50 t0 60% will beapproximately 50 t0 60% will beapproximately 50 t0 60% will be 
referred to TANF based on theirreferred to TANF based on their 
eligibilityeligibilityeligibility.eligibility.

�� Approximately 40% will receive RCAApproximately 40% will receive RCA 
or assistance through one of ORR’sor assistance through one of ORR’sor assistance through one of ORR’sor assistance through one of ORR’s 
alternative programs (Match Grant oralternative programs (Match Grant or 
Wilson/Fish)Wilson/Fish)Wilson/Fish).Wilson/Fish).

�� Total State Administered RCA =Total State Administered RCA = 
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$75 million in FY2010$75 million in FY2010



         

ORR StateORR State--AdministeredAdministered 
ServicesServices

Each State has a State Refugee Coordinator andEach State has a State Refugee Coordinator and 
often a State Refugee Health Coordinator. The Stateoften a State Refugee Health Coordinator. The State 
Refugee Coordinator’s office oversees services andRefugee Coordinator’s office oversees services and

ServicesServices

Refugee Coordinator s office oversees services andRefugee Coordinator s office oversees services and
refugee benefits to eligible clients in State andrefugee benefits to eligible clients in State and 
coordinates services within the State. Eligiblecoordinates services within the State. Eligible
clients are usually referred to State programs byclients are usually referred to State programs by
VolagVolagsVolags.Volags.

CashCash:: HealthHealth:: ServicesServices::

-- TimTime--limitedlimited -- MedicalMedical -- Social ServicesSocial Services 
Cash Assistance AssistanceCash Assistance Assistance -- LanguageLanguage

(RCA) (RMA) training(RCA) (RMA) training(RCA) (RMA) training(RCA) (RMA) training
-- ScreeningScreening -- EmploymentEmployment 

-- AdjustmentAdjustment 
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te etat o a d a s at ote etat o a d a s at o

StateState--AdministeredAdministered SocialSocial ServicesServices 
and Targeted Assistanceand Targeted Assistance

�� Refugees are eligible for ORR social servicesRefugees are eligible for ORR social services
and TAG after arrival in the U and TAG after arrival in the U Sand TAG after arrival in the U.S.and TAG after arrival in the U.S.

�� Services Include:Services Include:
•• Employment ServicesEmployment Services 
•• English as a Second LanguageEnglish as a Second LanguageEnglish as a Second LanguageEnglish as a Second Language
•• OrientationOrientation 
•• TransportationTransportation 
•• Interpretation and TranslationInterpretation and Translationpp
•• Skills / Vocational TrainingSkills / Vocational Training
•• HealthHealth--related Servicesrelated Services 
•• Recertification for professionalsRecertification for professionals

�� $85 + $49 Million in Formula Funding to States$85 + $49 Million in Formula Funding to States 
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Performance DatPerformance DataPerformance DataPerformance Data

�� State National AverageState National Average –– 42%42% 
employed at 180 dayemployed at 180 daysemployed at 180 daysemployed at 180 days

�� Average Wage $9.02Average Wage $9.02
�� Employed with Health Benefits 61%Employed with Health Benefits 61%
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Secondary MigratioSecondary MigrationSecondary MigrationSecondary Migration

Many refugees are initially placedMany refugees are initially placed�� Many refugees are initially placedMany refugees are initially placed 
and my decide to move due toand my decide to move due to 
employment or family connectionemployment or family connectionsemployment or family connectionsemployment or family connections

�� Often presents challenges as servicesOften presents challenges as services 
may not be established in the newmay not be established in the newmay not be established in the newmay not be established in the new 
destinationdestination

�� Difficult to track refugees and ensureDifficult to track refugees and ensure
servicesservices
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Demographics / Challenges
• Higher % with severe and long-term 

medical needs 
• Mental health needs, due to trauma and 

torture
• Highly skilled – with high expectations
• Low level skills, due to years in refugee 

camp setting
• Limited English or proficiency in own 

language
• Increasing % of female head of household
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Collaboration with OFACollaboration with OFA

�� InteroperabilityInteroperability
Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance�� Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance

�� Data SharingData Sharing
�� CoordinationCoordination

Resource MappingResource Mapping�� Resource MappingResource Mapping
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TexasTexas CaliforniaCalifornia

Resettlement PatternsResettlement Patterns
BurmeseBurmese
IndianaIndiana
TexasTexas

Middle EastMiddle East
MichiganMichigan
CaliforniaCalifornia

AfricansAfricans
No real patternNo real pattern

New YorkNew York
North CarolinaNorth Carolina
GeorgiaGeorgia
IllinoisIllinois

New YorkNew York
TexasTexas

F USSRF USSR

Cubans andCubans and 
HaitiansHaitians
South FloridaSouth FloridaIllinoisIllinois

VietnameseVietnamese::
SouthernSouthern

Former USSRFormer USSR
New York CitNew York City
NorthernNorthern 
CaliforniaCalifornia

South FloridaSouth Florida
New York/NewNew York/New
JerseyJersey
Nevada,Nevada,SouthernSouthern

CaliforniaCalifornia
TexasTexas

CaliforniaCalifornia

East EuropeanEast Europeans
Mid estMid est

,,
Tennessee,Tennessee, 
Kentucky,Kentucky,
ArizonaArizona

Laotian HmongLaotian Hmong
Fresno, CaliforniaFresno, California
MinnesotaMinnesota

MidwestMidwest
New YorkNew York
CaliforniaCalifornia
TT

CambodiansCambodians
MassachusettsMassachusetts
Long BeachLong Beach
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MinnesotaMinnesota
WisconsinWisconsin

TexasTexas Long Beach,Long Beach,
CaliforniaCalifornia
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